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The Disaster  

ÅTIME:  Sunday, May 22, 2011 @ 5:41 PM 

ÅHOSPITAL PATIENTS:  183 inpatients 

including 25 ED patients 

ÅCO-WORKERS:  117 working at the 

hospital 

ÅIMPACT:  EF5 tornado with 200 mph 

winds, 6 miles long, 1 mile wide band of 

complete destruction 

 

 
 
  
  







Weather Channel 

news clip  



The Path of the Tornado 

St. Johnôs 

Downtown 

Joplin 

I-44 



Salt Lake Valley 

The red lines outline the severe damage 

area of the 22 May 11 Joplin, Mo. tornado!  

This is super-imposed on the Salt Lake 

Valley. 

Are you ready for this? 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=206678&id=125605930852268


The Impact  

ÅDirect hit to St. Johnôs 

ÅWindows and walls blown out 

ÅPortions of roof pulled off 

ÅBuilding infrastructure severely 

damaged 

ïGenerators destroyed 

ïAll communication lost 

ïWater, sprinkler, gas and sewer     

pipes disrupted 

ïLiquid O2 tanks damaged 

ÅMassive debris throughout building 

Å86 physiciansô  offices 

ïDestroyed or severely damaged 





Photo courtesy: AP/Tulsa World - Adam Wisneski 











Surveillance Video  



May 24  

Lynn Britton challenged the team:  

 

1) Follow up on all 183 

patients.  

2) Locate all co-workers and 

attend to their needs. 

3) We will have a hospital back 

in operation in a week, and 

we will re-build 

4) All co-workers will remain 

employed indefinitely. Begin 

now to find placement for 

them and design a talent 

sharing process that keeps 

medical expertise in 

southwest Missouri.  


